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PREFACE

Trus publication is a companion volume to Aswasdastra
© which we published in 1953, with translation and
coloured illustrations. 'This is a compilation from the
classic on the subject by Palakipya Maharishi with
extracts from Vyisa and Vydampiyana. The compilation
was made during the days of the early Mahratta Kings.
Each text is illustrated by coloured drawings as in the

case of ASwadastra.

We have now included in this publication the text
as compiled by order of the Mahratta Kings and added
to it, by way of appendix, extracts from other texts on
the maintenance, training and treatment of elephants
when ill. A Tamil translation and a summary in English,
have also been added. A select number of illustrations in

colour from our Manuscript have been inserted.

The editing and Tamil translation have been care-
fully done by our Pandit Mantramurthi Sri K. S. Subrah-

manya Sastri, who has also translated our ASwadastra.

Our thanks are due to him for his able services.
It is hoped that this work will be found as useful as its

companion volume, Aswasastra.
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The publication has been made with the aid of the
grant sanctioned by the Union Government for the publi-
cation of the rare and useful manuscripts of our library.
Our thanks are due to the Union Government for the

grant which has helped us to bring out this publication
and other useful works.

S. GOPALAN,

Honorary Secretary.

Tanjore.

Saraswathi Mahal Library,
20—3—1958 %
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A SUMMARY OF GAJASASTRA

.—-—_—O.—-

INTRODUCTORY

— ) ——

GUNAVATI, a Yaksha damsel,’ was changed into
an elephant as a result of 2 curse from sage Matanga,
and she gave birth to the sage Pilakipya.

Palakapya, by the grace of Brahma, had become
well-versed in medical science even at his birth. He
Ihved umong clephants for a considerable number of
years and became well acquainted with  their habits.
As a result, he became the author of GAJASASTRA
which he related to Romapiada, King of Anga. This is

the work published in this book.

This illustrated work on elephants is mainly based
on Palakapya’s work with additional infermation from
other works. Sages like Vyasa and Vaisampayana have
also written treatises on clephants.

1. A demi-goddess living in Kubera’s kingdom near Kailas.



GAJASASTRA

In days of yore, a king, Romapada by name,
ruled over the country of Anga. This king, hearing
that elephants were creating havoc in agricultural
farms enchaired them with the help of sages lke

Cautama.

Palakapya was grief-strickerr  on seeing the
enchained elephants. He met the king and explained
to him his connection with elephants and his intimate
knowledge of elephari-lore. [He exhorted the king
to extend his protection to elephants.  The king was
greatly impressed with the Sage and requested him
to tell him all about elephants.  Wiat the Sagse told
the king is published in these pages together
with extracts from the treatises of Vyasa and

Vaisampayana

The opening chapter of this work describes the
visit of sages like Gautama, to whom king Roma-
pada complains about the destruction caused by the
elephants, the punishment meted out to the elephants,
the arrival of sage Palakapya and the initiation of
the king in elephant-lore by the sage Palakapya.
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The second chapter traces the origin of
elephants to the eight “Diggajas™ (Elephants
presiding over the eight different directions) and the

multiplication of their species.

The third chapter contains a description of the
destructive activities of elephants which led to the
curses by Brahma and other Devas and sages like
Gautama and Dirghatapas, as a result of which they
lost their wings as well as their celestial powers.
They become shortlived and coblivious of their real

stren gth.

The fourth chapter describes in detaii  the
characteristics of elephants living in forests situated
in eight different directions with Himalavas as the
centre.

LI

The fifth chapter deals with the general
characteristics of elephants. their qualities, their habits

and their diet and the way to determine their age.

The sixth chapter compares and contrasts the
qualities of elephants living in different countries and
also gives in detail the several methods of trapping
elephants, technically called ‘ Bandhas'.



142 GAJASASTRA

In the seventh chapter we are told about the
different categories of elephants both of pure and

mixed breed.

The eighth chapter gives a description of the
elephants with divine characteristics, elephants fit for
military purposes, their colours, their features and the

good and bad omens indicated by their noises.

The ninth chapter describes the different gaits
of the elephants, their good ar.d bad signs and their
effects, their deformities, their height, length and bulk.

The teath and the last chapter describes in detail
different styles of riding elephants, the occasion for
using the goad, the different methods of controlling
them with the feet and the like. The secrct language
for communicating with them is also indicated.
The season for sawing and pruning tusks, the safe
limits for cutting them and the distinguishing colour
and odour by which their quality can be judged at

the time of the operation are all given in great detail.
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